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step; if we let go this opportunity, we shall repent later.   We therefore
urge all Indian leaders to do their duty to the best of their ability.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 30-6-1906

392. EXTRACT FROM LETTER TO DADABHAI NAOROJP

June 30, 1906*

Under separate cover, I am sending you marked copy of Indian Opinion,
wherein will be found copy of correspondence from Lord Elgin to the
Governor of the Colony of Natal on the subject of the Municipal Corpo-
rations Consolidation Bill. I would bring to your notice the resolution
arrived at by the Municipalities Association at its recent meeting, held
to consider Lord Elgin's despatch, to the effect that no alteration should
be made in the definition of "Coloured Persons33. This decision leaves
the Indian community in the same danger of insult and degradation as
before, and it is to be hoped that the Secretary of State for India and the
Indian Government will insist upon the carrying out of the suggestion
proffered by the Secretary of State for the Colonies. Moreover, I would
point out that Lord Elgin omits all reference to the Clause of the Bill dis-
franchising all those who are not in possession of the parliamentary franchise.
It will doubtless be within your recollection that the Indian community
of Natal acquiesced in the disfranchisement of all Indians who were not
at that time on the Parliamentary Voters Roll at the urgent desire of the
late Mr. Harry Escombe, on the distinct understanding that such dis-
franchisement was not to be carried to any greater lengths. I need not
do more than remind you that British Indians in Natal, if such Municipal
disfranchisement takes place, will be in a worse position than they would
be in India, where, of course, such representative institutions are enjoyed
by them. In view of the action of some of the Municipalities, as reported
on various occasions in the columns of Indian Opinion^ in making invidious,
arbitrary distinctions between British Indians and Europeans, it is obvious
that a grave injustice will be inflicted upon the British Indian community
in Natal, unless steps are immediately taken to prevent this curtailment
of their civil rights.

From a photostat of Dadabhai Naoroji's letter : G. N. 2316

1 and 2 The original is not available. Dadabhai Naoroji, in his letter dated July 24 to
the Secretary of State for India, quoted this as "from a letter received from a
correspondent in Johannesburg1*, i.e., Gandhiji. Though the latter was away at the front
on that date, it is not unlikely that he had drafted it earlier.